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TuopiCAL AND EXTRA-TROPICAL CYCLONES,

It has been too much the custom in meteorological
books to treat tropical cyclones apart from similar dis-
turbances in extra-tropical or temperate regions. We
have made numerous researches on the subject in India,
tbe China Seas, Japan, and Mauritius, and found that,
though the general character of all cyclones is the same,
there are differences of detail which throw an immense
amount of light on the cause of the great variety in the
appearance of the sky in different parts of the same
cyclone.

All cyclones agree in the great features of the wind
rotating round the centre with a variable indraught, and
of an upward and outward circulation of the higher
currents.

No more conclusive proof of this can be found than
the fact that cyclones often pass out of the tropics, and
then join or coalesce with others which have been formed
without the tropics. Two similar eddies can easily unite,
but two that rotated on different systems would infallibly
break each other up.

The typical cyclone in all parts of the world is certainly
oval, with the inner isobars usually closer to the rear than
to the front; and the rain extends further before than
behind the trough. But the tropical cyclone has a striking
feature which, is absent in our latitudes. There is a
patch of blue sky over the calm centre, which is well
known in hurricane countries as the " eye of the storm/*
or as a "bull's-eye." Then cirrus and halo appear all
round a tropical cyclone, while they are never seen in